Evolution of Our Revolution: 2020 Annual Conference on Independent Living

July 20-23, 2020; Grand Hyatt, Washington
Workshop Proposal Form
NCIL is the National Council on Independent Living. Independent Living means people with disabilities are the best experts on our own needs. It means people with disabilities deserve the same opportunities as people without disabilities. It means people with disabilities should have control over our own lives. This includes having control over the services and supports we need. Independent Living also says no one should live in an institution. People with disabilities deserve to live in the community with everyone else.
NCIL’s Annual Conference is the biggest Independent Living conference. Over 1,000 people come to the conference. All types of people with disabilities come to the conference. People from other groups come to the conference. Government officials come to the conference too.

NCIL’s 2020 conference will be called “Evolution of Our Revolution”. “Evolution of our Revolution” means that we will work hard to be better at what we do. We want everyone to be included in Independent Living. We will work hard to make changes. It has been 30 years since the Americans with Disabilities Act became a law. We will celebrate this anniversary. We will also do a better job of including everyone!
The Independent Living Movement is built on love. It is built on advocacy. It is built on making people stronger and more powerful. We will work hard to make this promise true. We will work to include people who have not been included before. 
We want to make a better Independent Living Movement. We can do it together. NCIL wants you to suggest workshops that will help do that. We are looking for workshops about race, fairness, inclusion, and how to be a leader. 
You can suggest a workshop on these topics: 

· Advocacy & Policy Work: These workshops are about advocacy and laws.  

· Independent Living 101 Track: These workshops are for young people and people that have never been to NCIL before. These workshops are also for people who are new to the Disability Rights or Independent Living Movement and want to learn more.

· Core Services Track: These workshops are about how to run a good Center for Independent Living (CIL). Read more about CILs below. 

· Inclusion, Intersectional Work, Race & Equity: These workshops are about how to include all people with disabilities in NCIL and at Centers for Independent Living (CILs) and Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs). This includes people of all races. This includes people of all genders. This includes people with all disabilities. This includes people from all backgrounds. Read more about CILs and SILCs below. 
· SILC Track: These workshops are about how to run a good Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC). Read more about SILCs below.
You can also suggest a poster, film, or other presentation that you want to lead.
· Please read our Important Information for Presenters. You still need to register and pay for the conference if you present a workshop. You do not need to pay if you only present your workshop and then leave.


· You must send us your application by January 23, 2020. 
The form is also available in Word and plain text. If you need help filling out the form, please email eleanor@ncil.org. 

Centers for Independent Living (CILs) are organizations. They are run by people with different types of disabilities. They provide different types of services to people with disabilities. They provide peer support. They provide information. They provide training on different skills. They do advocacy. They help get people with disabilities out of institutions. They provide a lot of other services too. People don’t live at CILs. Anyone with any kind of disability can go to a CIL to get help with a lot of different things.
Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs) are organizations. Every state and territory has a SILC. They develop the state’s plan for Independent Living. The plan says how they are going to improve Independent Living services for people with disabilities. 
