	
	NCIL-Home Usability Peer Network Call-(Ai-Live to (US07NC2004A - Ai-Live Premium)

	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Home Usability Peer Network

April 2024 Call

Live captioning by Ai-Media 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Welcome everyone. Alright, we are just letting folks in. How are folks doing today? 

SPEAKER: 
Good, how are you? 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
I am good. I know we are all coming from different parts of the country, but does everyone have a really great eclipse experience? I know here in Massachusetts, we saw about 95% of it which was really cool. 

SPEAKER: 
I am in West Tennessee we drove to Missouri and had 100% for about four minutes, it was really great. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Alright, alright... while, we can â€“ I am just looking at my screen. We can jump in. I appreciate all of the folks joining. And... so, today I know, you know. Most of you all have been joining week to week but just as a reminder, we have ASL and CART captions available today. ASL should be on the screen at all times and if it is not, please let us know. CART captions are available through the captions button or I will put the link in the chat for an external link. 

I do ask that if you could use the raised hand feature, just so we can spotlight folks and be picked up so that folks can kind of know who is talking. It's today, based on the conversation last month, I know we wanted to start the conversation about some systems advocacy and housing related advocacy issues. 

I had invited Gloria and she is the executive director of the North Carolina SILK. We are just waiting for her to jump on. So if you could just give me one second. I just want to make sure I send her a message. 

OK, so I am going to... Gloria was going to give just a little overview of some of the advocacy priorities that NCIL has been working on in the housing committee. We also hosted a housing listening session a couple weeks ago to really narrow down on some of the issues that are happening systemically. 

Until Gloria joins us, I kind of just want to open it up to the group and see, you know, what areas within the systems advocacy or housing advocacy issues that you all want to highlight today? 

SPEAKER: 
Well, one thing. I am from Northeast Independent living and we went to the state code recently to advocate for a few different related programs to independent living centers. One of them being the age VP vouchers that we have, state aid adventures, mobile vouchers. 

Similar to section 8 but we wanted to see the eligibility criteria open up a little bit, especially for folks who are between 60 and 62. There is this weird, for some reason, between the age group where they are either just past that point and they cannot get awarded a voucher or a day, you know, what have you. 

We just wanted to see that open up and also the number of vouchers to make them more available for folks. We help a lot of people apply for these ventures and it is, you know, very far and few between that hear back about it. We will hear back about 900 on the list somewhere and get kind of discouraged some way. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Yeah, Rebecca, can you share a little bit and I know we have other Massachusetts folks on the call. I always get the acronym incorrect. The AHVP voucher or the name expose? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, that was correct. That is the alternative housing voucher program. So again, it is a state aided venture but it works very similarly to what folks, you know, referred to as the federal section 8 program. 

It is a mobile voucher in that you take it, it is like a housing coupon and you take it to get the discounted, subsidized rate on a housing unit as long as that property manager, landlord, whoever will accept it as payment towards a unit. 

They can move with it, it is a great and helpful program. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
I know that took a lot of advocacy in Massachusetts. I was at the Boston Center when some of the increases happened which we know is not enough. Did you say you went to the statehouse to do some more advocacy? Is that... 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, it was independent living day. So we went from that, we were also talking about other things and PCA program. The funding for that as proposed right now. Definitely housing is such... people are waking up to the thoughts that housing is essential and important to healthcare across the country regardless of who you are and where you are in no matter diagnosis. 

We all need safe housing, affordable housing and a stable situation to live from, that is number one. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Awesome. Thank you. Jordan, I see you raised your hand? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, yeah I am also in Massachusetts. I just wanted to piggyback off of the few things Rebecca said and added a few additional thoughts. I mean, along with the advocacy that a lot of folks are doing around AHVP and improving that program and making sure that there are enough vouchers to fit the need, there has also been a lot of advocacy and pushes around connecting and building partnerships with housing authorities and trying to improve that. I have been working with all of the ILC's in the state. 

Trying to make it happen, it is really challenging. There are service gaps that if we do work together and try and fill in the gaps when consumers have questions about applications or the programs coming online, we should both be aware of. It would go a long way in addressing some of the challenges that people put into. I am thinking in particular when folks are applying to a voucher program and, you know, they just don't have any familiarity with the process. 

So having both parties in the room, able to conference things that,, you know. That is something that can go a long way to improving outcomes for folks. I know that the CIL already does this. They already have an ongoing partnership with the Boston Housing Authority and the conference when consumers have questions. 

It is definitely a process that is very helpful. Not only housing authorities but collaborating with other housing agencies and housing stakeholders. To try and reduce fragmentation and the siloing that often comes up to make sure people are aware of what is out there in terms of resources. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Yeah, thank you for raising that up. Because I also know that there is a lot of touch at the federal level for these housing collaborations. I am curious to hear if other folks are having challenges or successes when partnering with housing authorities. 

I see Macy and RenÃ©e, your hands are raised. Do either of you have comments about this specific issue? Or we can come to you next. 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, I guess this issue. I am in Michigan. It is very frustrating, for me, to try to figure out. Number one, voucher programs seem to be so different by state. When I get on calls like this with people from across the country, trying to figure out what is going on in your particular state is very difficult because the program states have so much. That is number one. 

Number two, I want to advocate for people with disabilities to have access to vouchers. And where I live, you cannot get a housing choice voucher unless you are literally homeless. 

I am involved with my local continuous care and there is a prioritized nation process the day go through in the state and local communities. Folks who are homeless are triaged. Through the system, but they have to meet HUD's very strict criteria for what home with means. 

If you are not homeless, you just need to wait for years and years and years for the voucher waitlist to open in a particular County. Like I said, that is very infrequent. Once you are on the waitlist, it can take 10 years to come up. 

I am curious as to how we can get people with disabilities access to vouchers. Because I am just not seeing it unless there is something I am missing. I don't know if there is anyone else in our situation? It is very... it is very depressing. 

There is very little actions for folks unlimited and fixed outcomes. There are some, like, project-based housing that is based on income. But again, that is very limited. So that is the advocacy I would like to see in addition to more accessible housing that is built more recently and is barrier free. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
And Macy, I see your hand raised. We will come to you and I know Jordan hand raised and I know Massachusetts disability is one of the eligibility criteria's. Macy, though I had. 

SPEAKER: 
My comment was not on the subject of poachers. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
That is fine. -- 

SPEAKER: 
OK, I am the chair of the campus statewide Independent living workgroup. We are trying to get developers to build housing more accessible at the development stage. Like, zero entry, things like senior housing being built, not putting tubs in all of the housing. Putting walk-in showers in that type of housing. 

That is what we are trying to do here in Kansas, influence developers to make things more accessible from the get go to service the entire community and have more options for people. 

And another thing we are trying to do is we are trying to get the Kansas housing resource operation to organize incentives for developers that go above and beyond the legal requirement for accessibility. You know? Number of accessible units and whatnot. Also, canvas used to have a program called camp, the Kansas accessibility modification program. I believe. 

There used to be a program that folks could apply for home modifications. I guess they did not receive very many applications. I asked them how they marketed and see how they apply in cities and counties. 

I made the suggestion that we need to bring it back for independent living centers and programming. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Yes, I know some other states, the centers are kind of leading some home modification programs and pushing for that. But I see a few hands raised and I also see that Gloria has joined us as well. 

So I do not want to stifle conversation but I did want to invite Gloria, just to talk about some of the housing advocacy priorities that NCIL is working on because it revolves around some of exactly what you are talking about. It will help give us some framing, if that is good with folks. 

I am going to invite Gloria, let me just find you, Gloria. 

SPEAKER: 
I am here! 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Awesome. Gloria, the floor is yours if you want to help frame this conversation around some of the advocacy that NCIL is doing. Yeah, I will let you take it away. 

SPEAKER: 
Sure, thank you Mary-Kate and Jessica as well. I know that I am lucky enough to cochair the NCIL housing subcommittee with Debbie from Oklahoma and she cannot be here today. But NCIL posted a listening session back in February, I believe. 

We wanted to hear from the public at large as well as centers for independent living and statewide independent living councils on what is happening in your community around housing issues? 

Obviously there is a lot of housing issues. The comments from the Listening Sessions and even the work that we have been doing, they really fall under the categories of affordability challenges, accessibility challenges, and all of these other barriers. 

Under affordability, sorry I was late. One of the things I was just hearing, you know, there is no place for people to live. It is unaffordable. When you live on SSI, income restrictions and discrimination that is taking place filled up then you factor in the accessibility and that was a whole level on top of the affordability piece. 

Just because there is a lack of accessible unit, the fact that the more affordable the units are, the more likely they are to be away from transportation. Access to get two important places where they can interact within their community or go to work or get to doctors appointments. 

One of the -- suggestions they came out of the listening session was that we definitely need to increase and advocate for higher percentages of accessible units in our communities and with the federal level as well. 

In terms of other carriers that came up during the listening session, was the difficulty that if you do have a section voucher, how can these individuals navigate housing, you know? Some of them don't have transportation, this process is difficult and complicated. It could be made a lot easier with plain language around centers for independent living and how it can help facilitate that. 

I don't want to call anyone out in particular that I know Jordan was Massachusetts, you guys are doing some great things to address that issue and then there is a homelessness issue that is a direct result of the fact that people cannot find affordable or accessible housing. So the challenge with NCIL housing subcommittee is there are so many issues to be addressed. Visibility, multiple chemical sensitivity issues. 

Accessibility, affordability, it is just hard. They are also very important so it is hard to pick just one. Our approach has been to focus on the one thing that is really about the hot topic at the moment and see what we can do to advocate. 

Especially if there are any proposed pieces of legislation that are sent to NCIL that are asking for our feedback, we want to make sure that all of the voices of people with disabilities are represented. 

That is kind of a very quick overview of what is happening in the NCIL housing subcommittee. Jessica, if you want to add anything, please feel free to do so. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Jessica? 

SPEAKER: 
Hi, sorry. I was talking and then I realized I was not on camera or unmute (Laughs) Thank you, Gloria. That was a great overview. From the federal perspective, it is important to think about this broadly and other policy things around the affect benefits for affordability. 

A lot of what I heard were issues around asset limits in terms of being able to afford housing. Really looking on it probably also from that perspective. And... housing particularly is really challenging. The issues in Oklahoma are so different from issues in Massachusetts, etc. 

The NCIL subcommittee is really taking what we are hearing from the states and seen what then filters up to federal action. For example, asset limits is a federal thing. Also, what tools can we then provide state in order to do what they need to do locally. 

So those are the two prongs that we look at issues under. Yeah, did not... sorry, that was jumbled but... that is what I've got. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Yeah, it seems like just based on the first part of the conversation we are having, that having the infrastructure is just not working right now. It is a multi prong approach, state level, federal level. In just going to go into the chat to make sure and we can open it back up for some discussion. I see Susie, had a comment. 

Would you recap the discussion about people on the streets or camping being subject to arrest? I know this is a new, well, not new but a few things in the news have come up. Gloria or anyone? Have some more info on that? Or... 

SPEAKER: 
Susie, are you asking about the grid's case that is being passed right now? Was not the question? OK, Gloria. You did a great summary of it so you should take it, but also, NCIL did submit a brief on this case they can be found on our social media, he sent it out. -- We sent it out. 

Take a look if you are interested in learning more about Gloria wrote up a wonderful summary. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. One of the most important cases is going in front of the Supreme Court on April 22 in regards to homelessness and the criminalization, making it if you are homeless. It is called the Grants Pass versus Johnson case. 

It happened in Oregon. Grants Pass is in Oregon and they had some ordinances that if an individual was camping, which was they considered if you are using a blanket, camping, that you would be subject to fines and take it. What had happened, what makes this story so upsetting, I am going to try to make this brief. 

Because this whole case is very upsetting. First of all, Grants Pass Oregon does not even have homeless shelters. People who are homeless did not have a place to go. They had one transitional housing unit that would allow people to stay 30 days and there are all of these other requirements that people had to fulfill in order to stay there. 

The one item that really was upsetting to me was if you had a physical or mental illness, and you could not work at this transitional housing unit during the day, you were illegible -- not eligible to stay. 

That is not housing first and two, that is complete discrimination against a person with a disability. What eventually happened is three residents that were homeless in Grants Pass decided to file a complaint about how they were being treated. 

They felt it was cruel punishment and they were being pretty much sought out, you know, for -- enforcing them every day because they could not stay in one place. One of the individuals that filed the complaint, by the time the complaint was filed, had accrued $5000 in fees. Fines. 

How does a homeless person who has no money to begin with pay these $5000? We know that ticketing and fines is not going to help somebody find housing. It is not going to solve the homeless problem. It is going to delay it and make it more complicated. 

Now this individual has no funds, little to no funds and now they have a possible record which is going to make things even more complicated. So the national housing coalition and I can share this in the chat, they have a great advocacy toolkit that you can use in your communities and state. 

It even includes some social media posts that you can use to bring awareness to this issue. You can also check with the National Low Income Housing Coalition affiliate in your state. It sounds like some states are organizing people to take, buses of people to Washington DC on the 22nd for the rally. Thank you, I see Mary-Kate has already added that in there. 

So please, this is really important. I know all of you who are here are concerned about housing already. Because... the problem is getting worse and if by chance the Supreme Court fails to pass this and allows states to decide how they want to allow the criminalization of homelessness, it will make it really easy for states and local communities to continue to find individuals who are homeless. 

That is unacceptable. So I hope that helps. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Heavy stuff. And I am going to create some space on the floor for folks. And something in the chat I saw from RenÃ©e, about permanent supporting housing, the issue of the definition of what is homeless technically under H.U.D. The availability of other supports for folks who are homeless. 

So... yeah, Jordan? Go ahead. 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, I wanted to kind of address a few of the other comments that were touched on earlier. And RenÃ©e's comments, a little bit. So in terms of increasing accessibility and increasing project-based vouchers that are available and subsidies that are available that actually meet the needs of folks in the community. 

You can look into your state qualified allocation plan. And I have talked about this a few times, I know Jessica and a few folks may be tired of me touching on it! (Laughs) 

SPEAKER: 
Never tired of you, Jordan, never tired of you. 

SPEAKER: 
But yeah, basically for folks who are not aware, the qualified allocation plan is how a state, it is the requirement that a state sets for developers to meet if they want low income housing tax credit. 

This is the most dominant form of affordable housing and affordable housing construction in the country. So if you looking to -- look into those plans, there is priority and development have to make to gain those credits. Accessibility is one of those. There are a lot of variants from state to state when it comes to, you know, what the accessibility requirements are. 

If there are actually requirements. In Massachusetts, there are not technically accessibility requirements. There are enhanced requirements. Advocating flat, looking into that plan and thought process is really important. 

We are starting, in Massachusetts because that's program is underway here, we are starting kind of a mini coalition to try and advocate for some changes, some of the changes that folks already touched on like increasing accessibility, obviously and pairing subsidy and project-based vouchers and increasing that amount for folks who are 30% AMI and under. 

Folks don't have to use vouchers when they are, you know, moving into affordable housing which happens, unfortunately a lot. So yeah, there is a really kind of untapped area, I feel. 

It is something that we can try and advocate and build around. I would really encourage you to look into it. I will put a link into the chat, it is an organization and they do work around this. They have a great explainer on the QAP and how you can advocate and look into the states plan. I strongly encourage you to look into it and get deal for it.-- I feel for it. 

Get in touch with the housing agency and when the process and public hearing information is coming up through the year. If anyone has any questions, just let me know. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Awesome, thank you Jordan. Some good action steps. As we know, every state will be a little different. Awesome, RenÃ©e says thanks for explaining that, definitely going to research that. What about other folks? 

How can this group support some of the challenges or successes in your communities or states? Ideas that you are looking for? 

SPEAKER: 
Wow, you are quiet. 

SPEAKER: 
This is RenÃ©e, quiet spaces OK I am just surprised! Can someone explain how the low income tax credit works? Does the evidence show that it is an effective way to address our communities housing needs? 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
I think I saw Jordan's hand raise on that point. Is that something you can? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, yes and no. I think the challenge with the low income housing tax credit is that the affordability requirements that are in place do not meet, often times, with actual community need is. 

Theoretically, the AMI that the low income housing tax credit is between 40 and 60% area of median income, that is usually way too expensive of rent for someone who is a consumer to actually afford without a voucher. 

You will see people with vouchers have to or people who move into the low income housing tax credits need a voucher to afford them which is not the purpose of it being affordable housing in the first place. So, that is one of the reasons we want to try to increase the threshold of units available to folks under 30% AMI. 

So these units actually match with the need is in the community. The other thing is unfortunately, it is the biggest, you know it is the biggest affordable housing construction program that is in place. It has the most overarching impact. There are a lot of different steps that go into it, it is not the most effective program in terms of its efficiency and how you have to layer from funding sources and things like that. 

So it is complicated in that respect but how I see it is it is like what we have right now. Until we find an advocate for something a little more streamlined, I know some states are doing that when it comes to social housing in programs like that. 

That is where we are at with us. There are pros and cons but in terms of advocating and why we advocate for changes in it, it is the dominant form of construction and how it makes that happen. It has the potential to make a really big impact. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Thanks, Jordan. I see Sharon, your hand is up? 

SPEAKER: 
Yeah, I was just sent as trying to find a place to live, it is called healthy opportunities pilots. I have the healthy opportunity pilot scheduled but, yeah. March 2020, this came out March 2023. Updated opportunity pilot schedule. It was originally posted in 2019 and updated, OK. What I see was that what it is offering was this whole thing about putting a client into a house and getting housing. 

It seems pretty full-spectrum. Are you aware of that? 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Open to the floor, is anyone familiar with this? Gloria? 

SPEAKER: 
It is... it says housing navigation support sustaining services, housing navigation supporting services, revision of one-to-one management and educational services for stable, long-term housing to identify housing and developing a housing support plan and support overall and maintain stable, long-term housing. Developing independent living with monitoring and updating the floor plan. 

Activities may include and it is very comprehensive, it provides some different things. Then it shows â€“ 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Sharon, could you speak a little closer to your microphone? It is a little hard to hear you. 

SPEAKER: 
Is that better? Let me actually post this link in the chat. It shows the funding, I think maybe agencies are already getting this funding? I think it is through ACL. So... 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Yeah, I think Gloria had something to say or experience with it. Coria? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, thank you. Sharon, that is a pilot program that North Carolina has a couple of locations that receive funding from ACL. You are correct, it is providing housing assistance to individuals who are Medicaid eligible. 

This is a great program that does it with some one-time only assistant for security deposit, utility deposit, moving expenses, they are also doing some wraparound services like making sure people have access to transportation and food. 

So, it is a pilot program in North Carolina and we are currently in year 3. Some centers for independent living, the one in Wilmington North Carolina did receive funding to help consumers they are working with get connected to the program and help them find housing. 

If it is successful, it will be something they can model across the United States but we are still in a pilot phase. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Awesome, yeah and thank you Sharon for putting that in the chat if folks want to check it out. 

SPEAKER: 
It looks like a great program. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Edward, did you have your hand at? 

SPEAKER: 
I dead, yeah. Excuse me if this is a Dom question, first time joining the group. And again, if this has already been rehashed, do forgive me. I am going forward and one thing I am seen on the site and the first-time homebuyer program, there is nothing inviting or welcoming for individuals with disabilities to sign up and be exposed to the first-time homebuyer classes. 

Not looking for preferential treatment but looking for it to be more inclusive. Because housing is a major thing but if we don't the barriers and how to enter, how do we get our foot in the door? Secondly with a lot of these states and waiver programs, they love to brag about the smart homes they are making. 

But they are kind of silencing... how do we get those barriers and get actual individuals with disabilities and not staged disabilities there to promote these homes using labor funding to build homes? 

Sometimes they are out of sight, out of mind. Just one barrier of entry and last but not least, I have not attended a home show since being in Atlanta but these big home shows are coming to states and meeting in the capitals and other cities, at least some of the few I have been to, they are promoting zero barrier interest entries and aging in place homes. 

So people have an idea of what is out there and be more inclusive that way. Not everybody needs a four or five bedroom, multiple stairs. But again, the silver wave is coming in and individuals start to retire and more individuals need these homes in our states. 

They are really looking at the population that wants these homes and how to make it more successful from the start. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
That is interesting, I like your creativity there with the different perspective of looking at the advocacy. I can share that I know one thing that NCIL has done a pilot program with Amazon on smart homes technology and having actual users with disabilities engage with the different smart home. Products. 

I know that is a very small scale and how CIL's can help provide education and training on how to use the devices. So, Edward, I would love to connect with you and others, not to hear what your experience has been on that. 

And the barrier, the free â€“ zero barrier entry, folks have brought up in connection with the visibility as well. Yeah, Gloria? 

SPEAKER: 
So, to piggyback on Edwards idea, one of the best things I have discovered was if you have a local housing coalition, get involved. And I know in our community, each year, they have a home tour. 

They are trying to dispel the myths of what affordable housing looks like and how it is built. We partner with a housing trust group who built a universal design and it was part of the housing tour. 

People were educated while coming through to see what the universal design look like. Really, is a functional, appealing home for many reasons beyond just having a disability. That is one way to educate your community and also get your name out there on what the Center for Independent living is doing and what you are doing to advocate for affordable and accessible housing. They really need your voice at the table, that is for sure. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Does anybody else want to raise any other barriers or... issues that you have seen that you want folks to pay more attention to? I know this is a very big and layered issue for our communities. You know, some states, you know, I am biased because I am from Massachusetts. 

I have different initiatives and how we can do that in all the different communities. If no one else has anything to add, I guess Gloria or Jessica â€“ do you have anything you want to add? 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you Mary-Kate, I can't think of anything other than what we have shared. But I think this call is great because we can share ideas with one another and we know housing is difficult. I appreciate that you put this together. 

SPEAKER: 
I was just going to say Gloria fed it perfectly, thank you all so much for this conversation. And certainly, it is helpful as we take it back to the housing committee as well. So thank you all. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
ICD-9, you raised your hand? -- I see Dana, you raised your hand? 

SPEAKER: 
I am with the Pennsylvania developmental disabilities Council. I was wondering if anyone has examples in your state of projects that have been side-by-side perhaps with your Department of community, economic development, developers, building homes and pilot projects that go along with that to front services and supports. 

Are you experiencing anything like that? 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Anyone? 

SPEAKER: 
This is RenÃ©e in Michigan. I am not quite sure what you are asking. We have an agency in my area that does Permanent Supportive Housing but again, as I put in the chat, it is very hard to access those services. You literally have to be homeless, from my understanding, to get access to PSH. 

And so, I am still trying to figure out if one has a developmental disability, how would you access that type of housing without making yourself homeless first? So I think that kind of project would be amazing. 

I don't know of anything personally but I would love to find out, this information is really hard to come by and I am still learning. 

SPEAKER: 
Right, I guess based on the conversation of or at the beginning of this meeting, I am sorry. The person who was speaking was talking about incentives for developers who go above and beyond the mandatory requirements. 

SPEAKER: 
Oh, yeah. The person from Kansas? 

SPEAKER: 
Yes, thank you. When you are developing a home or a building with units, I wonder if there are states with other entities and funding stepping in once the units are created to then provide specific services for people with disabilities to be in those units. 

Are there co-collaborations going on? 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Jordan? 

SPEAKER: 
I don't think â€“ there have been a few different pushes in Massachusetts. Particularly with the housing bill and I'm trying to explain it. There is a pond bill that is basically the state's credit card for affordable housing programs and construction. So that is something that is going through our legislature right now. 

There is a provision in the bill that basically create a flexible pool for permanent, supportive housing. Hospitals, different medical providers to try and link some of the resources together on a more ongoing basis and reduce some of the following and fragmentation that takes place when trying to connect and maintain services for folks. 

So that pulls in, there will be public funding and then there will be some private seed money as well, I believe. This has been proposed a few times. Then the governor has put it in this bond bill as a prevention. It is not something that is in place right now but it is an idea that I think other states can draw from. 

Having this funding that is used to better connect folks with services and maintain those services for a longer period of time. Just to make it easier on everyone in terms of identifying what is available. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Thanks Jordan and if you can also email me that question, we can send it out to folks after the call as well. That goes to kind of everyone, if, you know â€“ I tried to share the resources during this meeting. Alright. 

I will give that another second. Thank you Jessica and Gloria for joining today, there is still a lot that needs, folks are figuring out. We hope this peer call is one resource that you can all utilize. Just to let folks know, I want to give you a heads up. We are running this call May and June and then we will be taking a break. 

The goal is to continue these calls in some capacity. I invite you all, let us know, if we are able to continue these calls, what would be most valuable? Your time, your resources you're looking for, any structure changes or anything. We really want the best time to be useful and valuable to you, that is our goal. 

So just give that a thought. We have five more minutes if anyone has any other questions or resources they want to share? If not, we can end early. Awesome. 

As I am just looking in the chart really quick, I will say of the chat and collect all of these resources to send out afterwards. Alright. With that, I hope everyone has a good rest of your day and we will see you in May. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you. 

MARY-KATE WELLS: 
Alright, goodbye. 

SPEAKER: 
Goodbye. 

SPEAKER: 
Thank you everyone. 
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