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>> We are going to give it another couple seconds here to let some people in.  And then we are going to get started.  Hello everybody, we are going to give it another couple seconds here to let some people in.  And then we're going to get started.  Okay, let's get started.  So hello.  My name is Jenny, and I'm the operations director at the national council end living.  I also plan this conference coming up and I'm so excited to see everybody in little over a week is where we're at now.  Cool.  So today we're going to review some of the things that you should know before going into the conference and before we do that, I'm going to give you a quick brief about many.  I'm a white female and I have on a floral blouse right now.  I use she/her pronoun.  So I want to let everyone know captions should be available by click show subtitle in your zoom menu towards and we will also add a link to the chat for external captions and we have ASL interpreters today that you can see on the interpretation channel.  We have public chat turned on.  Police departments know that we want it to remain respectful because we have a zero tolerance policy and we will kick you out of this meeting and not let you rejoin if the chat is disrespectful.  So you can push tsar nine to raise your hand and star six once but select you to unmute yourself.  Or you can just raise your hand and ask a question verbally on the Doom channel here.  We do ask that if you are verbal icing a question please leave it or mange it on the shorter side so that we can make room for questions for everyone.  Okay.  So we're going to get started.  I want to learn more about you all first.  Can you please if you are able to put in the chat where you are tuning in from a, so what state you're with and maybe what organization you're with.  We'll get that started so we can all get to know each other more before we get into this.  Just go ahead and list it right in the chat.  Love it.  Got a couple coming in.  Very excited about Oregon.  We have New York.  We have Louisiana.  I'm here for this.  West Virginia, Massachusetts, Maine.  Keep it coming.  I'm tuning in from Boston right now.  I currently live in Boston, Massachusetts area.  Awesome.  And now what I want you to put in the chat is whether or not you have been to a conference before.  We have Arizona too.  If you have been to a conference, put that in.
The if you haven't great.  So we have most people who have not been but a thank you people who have been before.  So if you have been we'll be asking you questions and maybe you can help answer questions too, if you haven't been.  Feel agree to ask questions.  So let's get started with our PowerPoint presentation.
The on today's gemmed we have the welcome and introductions, we have a quick scheduled timetable with major events and events.Ively and giving you info about the available accommodations and what to bring and what not to bring to the conference, and then we'll have a quick Q&A section.  So let's get started with the conference schedule.  On the schedule we have a couple larger events.  Anesthesia larger events my that they are full conference events.  We want everybody to come to these and everyone to take part in them.  We start on Monday, July 21 at 9:00 a.m. sharp eastern.  We have an awesome speaker this year, Kerry gray and we're also going to be seeing a video are that's going to be put on by one of ourselves.
The next major event is the March and rally which will be held that afternoon.  You'll see in a little bit about what to bring.  It's going to be a March down Pennsylvania avenue and we'll do a rally held on capital grounds.  Generally it's pretty hot.  Sometimes it's cool can nice.  That will go until I would say 5:30 p.m. on Monday evening afternoon into the evening.  So then after that we have our a ‑‑ on Tuesday I put that on the next slight.  After that on Tuesday we have our awards luncheon which is at 11:45 to 1:00 p.m. and we have Keely cat Wells coming in for that.  So she's going to speak and we'll have lunch and hand out our awards to or recipients.  After that we'll have our annual meeting which is for all members and it is a time where we're going to announce elected members and go over if there were any resolutions, that the outcome of that was and the other content, like what we have been up to for the past year.  That evening we have or exciting event, the ADA 35 celebration of community event.  Things in partnership with APD and a bunch of other partners and we're also bringing in a really cool Getty image section with their latest collection on disability and so that's going to be cool to watch and see K this is going to be a great event, it's going to be from eight to 11:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening.  The first hour is going to be more of a networking reception hour.  It's going to be quieter and a lot more sensory friendly.
so after that then on Wednesday, we'll wake up early ‑‑ well, early for our workshops but then in the afternoon we're going to be doing hill visits and you'll learn a more about hill visits on Monday after opening plenary but you'll go with different people if it's your first time on hill visits and set up to speak to your legislators and/or their staffers about different priority topics that we have, and Jessica, our advocacy director will be leading you through that.
if you have any questions you can feel free to reach out with her, to her and we'll put her e‑mail in the chat, and she can kind of help guide you through all of is that or direct you to your regional representative ‑‑ who can also help out with that.  So the final major event is our closing plenary on Thursday, there I believe two to 3:00 p.m.  Around there, two to 2:45 and we have another amazing speaker for that and I am not going to pronounce their name directly so I will put it in the chat.  I still have to learn how to pronounce their name.  But I'm going to take a pause there so we can get our other interpreter set up.  So if you have any questions feel the free to put it in the chat or the other Q&A box.
>> Hi, this is Mary‑Kate.  They are relabeled.  Can we also grab the cart link?  For the chat ‑‑ so Amanda you should be good to go on there.  And yeah, Jess can do you want Teuton hill visits?  That would be great.  Let me spotlight you first.  Go ahead.
>> Sure.  I wanted to provide a little context about hill visits.  So we do not set up the hill visits on behalf of the hill day because we have limited staffing, so what we do is work with our region reps to set that up so if this is your first time I encourage that you reach out to your region rep and they will know who in your state is coordinate the hill visits for your state, so if you have the questions on who your regional representative is please let us know.  We can pair you with them and get you connected but if you're going to be there it is important that you reach out to your region the reps and make sure you get looped in with the hill visits happening in your state and we will provide you on Monday before a in‑depth review of our priorities and get you prepared with answering all your questions.  And we can ask more questions during the Q&A, would that work for you 1234 great.  And Warren do you mind unmuting to ask your question.
>> Yes, hi this is Warren Cushman here I'm totally blind.  This is hi third conference coming up.  Just wanted to ask you you you menaced that you're going to have a booklet and priorities and all that t.  What is the earliest that will be available?  I'm going to want some sort of e‑mail format so what is the earliest that will be available.
>> So it will be electronically posted on the conference website.  Let me check with our communications person but it will be released ahead of the conference, I'm not sure of the exact date.  So let me chat with her and I may have an answer for you.
>> Thanks, Jessica for popping in.  I'm going to remove your spotlight.  So I'm going to reshare this PowerPoint right now, and we're going to keep moving on.  So next up we have the smaller events for the conference, for the smaller event, we'll give you more information on priorities for the hill visits and then we have app artificial intelligence event which is Globe Trotters a panel featuring Dr. Victor and a bunch of other people who are expert in that field of AI and how we can use it in disability world and inclusivity.  We're going to have some education workshops, we have 20 to 25 this year, don't quote me on that exact number but I've been busy doing planning and actually completely forgot the exact number.  Then we're going to have a welcome to the party workshop which is going to talk about inclusion in I L and how we can work on inclusion in our everyday space and our last event is going to be a head shot clinic went afternoon from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. so when you're done with your hill visits if you are finished early we'll have that head shot in clinic available and that's going to be a first the come first serve clinic.  So any quick questions on that from anyone?  If not we'll keep moving on.
and if we're going too fast let me know and I'm happy to slow down for people too.  Let me just spotlight our other interpreter.  There we go, okay, we got our other interpreter.  Let's go.  So we have a couple other events as well.  We ever our sponsor coffee hour which is going to be Tuesday morning, accident occurring the the exhibit fair.  This is about an hour to an hour and a half prior the luncheon and after the AI panel where you're going to get to interact with the exhibitors and have a sip of coffee and it's sponsored this year by Airbnb so make sure you thank them.  Also we're going to have rally and poster making kits available so so you can make your own poster that you bring to the march rally.  If you want to make your own poster just check in with staff and we can guide you to that.  So we're going to kind of end the schedule there.  Those are the major events at the conference.  And yes on T‑shirts.  T‑shirts will actually courtesy of ‑‑ this is exciting, T‑shirts are going to be brought to you this year with our partner A IPD and they're going to be free, so everybody coming you gave your sides when you registered, and is going to be getting a free T‑shirt this year.  Make sure why thank AIPD and all the ore sponsors on the back of the T‑shirt.  So available accommodation this year, we have ASL in every session, we have live captioning, which is in every session of we have personal assistants available, trained personal attendants but we ask that you only use them for basic tasks, so if you need Pa for smog the entire time please make your own arrangements otherwise you can use the Pas down there to help you find locations or other basic things, and we have braille if you requested with registration, large print if requested and USB available.  We'll have masks that are available upon request.  We have both K‑9 fives and dispose punishable ones.  We are not requiring them this year but we recommend them.  You will see me walking around with a mask the entire conference so if you would like one we have them available for free at the rest desk.  We have noise reducing ear plugs and something that is not on here is that we will also have live streaming available.  If for some reason you're unable to make one the main plenary sessions and we have service animal relief areas I believe on 11th street.  There will be a sensory friendly room with toys and low lighting and we recommend assessable services with a durable medical equipment company.  You can find all their information on our conference page, and we we can send it out if you do need it.  And we'll have it available, all the staff will know where it is.  Okay, I'm going to take a quick pause there.  Any questions so far in I've seen a couple come in on the chat but I'm available to answer my questions if you have them so far. I love it.  So I am going to keep moving on.  And we're going to chat about what do you bring.  There are I don't knowing 20 different climates at this conference, I'm exaggerating but um to bring cool clothing.  It is going to be hot and humid in D.C. most likely and this is especially true during the march and rally because that is all out doors.  There is a little shade at the rally site so you will have some shade there available but I guess the going to be hot and probably how old.  We have spritzers, the cooling towels for attendees and marchers but bring your own stuff too so if you forget it we have it.  If you don't forget it even better.  Sod I also recommend a sweater or two because the down stairs part of the Hyatt is very air‑conditioned, so you will get chilly.
I would suggest bringing a refillable water bottle and this is mostly for your purposes.  If you know you drink a lot of water brin a water bottle.  It's always nice to have something on hand.  We have one question in this chat that is bathroom beads during the march.  The main bathroom during the march is to just pop into a store and use one on the way.  We will have safety vehicles scattered throughout the march route so we have three of those.
will be wheelchair accessible but one is a regular car.  If you need to get place your wheelchair breaks down you have to go to the hospital bathroom and there's no bathroom near you you can just ask one of the marshals which will be wearing bright yellow shirts, you be ask a marshal if you need an emergency vehicle and they will be able to get you one quickly.  And I recommend hat and sunglasses as well.  I hope that answered the bathroom question, I recommend hat and sunglasses sunscreen and bug spray.  And if you are going to bring sunscreen and bug spray we ask that you bring pun scented to make sure that everyone and good.  And I think that's it as far as like that page for what to bring.  So let's move on.  Next page, a fun party outfit.  We're having an ADA and we're going to celebrate the community, so make sure you bring damages shoes and a party outfit.  Also bring in the hospital taking items.  We're going to have a lot of info that we're going to share to make sure that you bring a notebook, a phone, a computer, whatever you want to take notes on.  If you use a wheelchair you're able to rent mobility devices, we have those lists on our conference website so if you need to rent anything make sure to have that done.  You can pick it up when you check in.  And if you do want ear plugs our headphones make sure you have those with you.  If you want a mask, bring that too.  And last thing, make sure you bring a positive and curious attitude because you're going to learn a lot and it is going to be a lot of fun so that we can all learn and together and unit together with this.  A pause there for one second.  I want to mention one thing that I had previously forgotten to mention and that is on the accommodation side of things, which I did not put on here but we will have our assisted listening devices so those will be tuned into different rooms and you can check in at the registration desk.  So I wanted to mention that.  Okay, what not to bring.  Any pre‑son sieved notion or ideas.  I don't want you to bring anything that you think, like, bring it, know it but realize that your going to learn so much from this conference and it's going to be a blast, so bring an open find and also nothing scented.  Please do not bring anything scented our fragranced.  If anything anything has a strong scent to it we make check in with you and ask you to remove anything with a strong fragrance.  So now we're going to move on to our Q&A section here and I'm going to stop sharing so we can see each other.  And either Mary‑Kate or Jessica you've been looking at the chat.  Have you seen any questions that you want to bring up to start with.
>> I saw one on the march and I want to address that verbally.  The number one controversial decision I ever make is the order of the march.  It really is.  The thing I get the most heat with so the first year that I stepped in and realized whoa everyone has a lot of opinions about this so we started the first year with regions one through ten and I said this is the first time I've worked on the nickel march so we're going to stick with numerical order and I publicly promised that we make it with regions which we are holding ourselves to that promise.  Is we did one through ten and we did one and two in the front and last year was three and four in the front so 24 year we will be led by five and six, so it will go five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, one, two, three, four and that is the most fair way that I can determine, so everyone gets a turn in the front.  I know some people will still not be thrilled with this but I 11ed to all of the options and we made the best decision we can make for everyone, and if folks have other thoughts after we finish this rotation of snaking how to do it better in the future, happily but we are going to stick with the community of 2 x 2s snaking bang word, so I wanted to address that verbally because I know that is the most controversial part of this is we do in the avenue department.
>> Thank you Jessica for popping in and saying that out loud is.
>> I'm going to have to say that like 10,000 times ‑‑ we made the best decision we could.
>> Okay, I think Mary Kate you have your hand up.
>> Why, Jessica I know you answered this in the chat but to verbalize it, there is two questions, first from are wren don are we allowed to communicate with the other representatives from other regions and if you can verbally ‑‑
>> Yes but your regional reps will be the ones that will be coordinating.  Yes so you could also join the California meetings if they have those, scheduled so you can reach out to Lisa to jump on there and explain your connection to California, absolutely if there's not a conflict but I will say your the of one only one coming from Maine so please meet with Collin's office.
>> Jessica, just as as an FYI Brendan is actually Mary and realized the name on Zoom is Brendan.
>> Oh, can we rename ‑‑ I don't know what happened, I just realized it I was like, where is the BW coming from?
>> Me and Mary are on the platform ‑‑
[Speaking simultaneously.] 
>> They were talking about California and ‑‑ but we can e‑mail offline. 
>> Yes, Steve Higgins.
>> Got it.
>> Awesome.  And can we rename Mary?
>> This is Mary‑Kate.  I'm pulling it up.  I'm going to put in who the region reps are so that folks can easily contact them and see if there's any meetings already scheduled.
>> Mary can you come back on camera so we know which screen is Mary so we can rename you?
>> Give me one second, I can do that.
>> I know what you like.  I'm the ‑‑ (Speaking simultaneously.)
>> thank you.
>> Awesome.  Thanks, guys.  Great.  Any other questions?  I see that we have a question in the chat from Cara.  As to whether or not there will be lanyards and there will be city and state names on badges so you will have lanyards and badge with your name and is city and state name on it?  Any our questions right now.
>> This is Mary‑Kate.  There's one more in the chat.  I'm going to go back and find it.  It was ‑‑ one second.
seven and Selena answered it but Scott Hager said my rep position is vacant.  Who should I contact regarding hill visits and Selena shared Jessica's e‑mail but Jesus can a you can inject me but your region rep as well.
>> Yes, so if your retch position is vacant, I am working with the chair of the committees for oh regional representation who are filling in, so you can reach out to me and I can keg you with the appropriate person, so we have help from members at large, receive we have divide up the ore missing states but fingers if crossed we will get regional reps in all of the regions for next year, so if your region is vacant, I don't know if Jenny can talk to that but we need those positions filled.
>> I do want to answer a quick request in the chat and I'm actually ‑‑ I guess the question is can you remind us where the elevators are to get to conference level?  So we have two sets.  One elevator is next to the Starbucks, you're going to turn right and it's nestled in the corner as you turn right after entering.  And the other elevator they opened the service elevator so in order to reach that there will with signage for this be you're going to held towards the parking garage, so follow the right path and past the side doors and you will see signs that say lead you to the other service elevators and on the conference floor it's pretty much the same path and we'll also have signage everywhere, so absolutely ask anyone if you have questions on that.  Any more questions?  This is fun.
I like answering questions.  I do want to ‑‑ Nicholas, you have a question?
>> Yeah, hi everyone.  Thank you so much.  Very informative.  I was asking you ‑‑ I came in five minutes late when you were going over the overview.  Will that be sent out, dates and time?
>> Yes, we will sends that out although that's a basic gentled, what we have available is Mary‑Kate put it in the chat but we have our agenda our website.
I can second you a bib agenda and if, anyone can e‑mail me full name one or I'll just sent it out to everyone.  Good talk.  Thank you Nicholas.  So what I want to do really quickly while peopled are thinking of questions is have staff members who are on the call, if you don't mind, and I'm calling you out, and I'm sorry, have you mind coming on camera and saying hi so that people know what you like and can ask questions when we get there.
and Jessica, I'll start with you.
>> Hi everyone.  I'm Jessica.  I'm the director of advocacy and basically policy so I oversee all of government relations policy work and grassroot efforts so I'm thrilled to meet you all, please flag me down if I haven't met you in person.  awesome.  Mary‑Kate do you want to pop in?   
>> Yes, hi.  I'm the director of program here nickel.  You've probably seen me on our trainings.  At the conference one of my things that I like to share and be a rain shower resource for is folk that utilize the sensory room.
if you have any questions or requests, feel free ‑‑ you can ask any of the staff just know too that location of the sensory room changes every day and in addition bring your business cards so we can follow up.  So excited to see everyone.
>> Mary‑Kate will the sensory room have yoga mat space? 
>> Yes, so to clarify, there will be room on the floor.
>> Either one.  I was just wondering what would be available.  I can definitely use some stretch space.
>> So in the sensory room, yes, there will be space.  I'm doing a final run.  There will be different types of seating.  There will be a cot I believe and there will be floor space, so at a minimum there will be floor space, but let me see what wecan do about getting a few mats there.  I think we can do it.  Cool.  Thanks, Mary‑Kate.  Awesome.  I'm ‑‑ and Selena, do you want to pop in? 
>> Hello everyone.  I'm Selena.  I'm the executive assistant here and you can find me at the registration table.  See you there.  And we have Bethany on the call.
>>  Do you want to say hi, Betha qny.
>> Hi everybody, I just joined on board about three and a half months ago as the project coordinator in the collaboration between the living and training and technical assistance.  Feel free to bring me a business card so I can stay touch with you.
>> Thanks, Bethany.  And we have one more person.  Theo, do you mind popping in if you are around?  He was on the call.  Is he still here?  We night not have Theo.
so we have a question, can we bring food into meetings.  So yes you can if you bring your own food.
There are only two provided food opportunities, one of those will be the luncheon on Tuesday, which is going to be from 11:45 to 1:00 p.m. 
if you have a food allergy we did record that, but make sure to check in with the waiters or a staff member.  And then we have the celebration.  It won't be a full meal but we'll have stations where you can get food.  A bunch of different stations.  We're going to have burgers and a funnel cake station, so I would say those are your two food opportunities.  We'll have snacks at the rally but be prepared to have all other meals on your own.  And we can bring food downstairs, but we can't provide anyone with food because Hyatt has regulations on that.  So it will have be to be through Hyatt.
so yeah I think that answers the question.  Awesome.
And Brenda if you have any other ‑‑
>> A clarification that if you're bringing food, be mindful of common food allergies.  May not want to bring peanut butter, things of that nature that could ‑‑ we'll follow any accommodations but be mindful of that in this space.
>> Thank you Jessica.  Any other questions?  We have 14 minutes available.
You can also send an e‑mail if you have questions.
If you're excited, send us that too.  We love hearing good things, things you want to see at the conference.  So I'll give it another brief pause here if anybody has any final questions, and if not, we can wrap up a little early.
>> So my daughter is 15.  Are the ‑‑ will the celebration of community for ADA 35, would that be friendly ‑‑ 
>> Absolutely.
>> Would that be okay?
>> I think that will be totally friendly.
>> I was going to have kiddo at my sister's who lives in Columbia, and I have a kiddo ‑‑ and I have space for my personal attendant but I want to know if kiddo can go.
>> I know of at least four other kids going her age 
>> They have to register, for the ADA exception it's less
of a thing, but we would ask that they register.
>> Yes, there are tickets.  Tickets are $35.
>> And that's on Tuesday night? 
>> Yes.
>> All right.  Thank you.
Cool.  Anything from anyone else, in the chat have a question? 
When is the marshal meeting on Monday?  
>> Andrea, Jessica will be in touch with you on that.
>> Andrea, I'm not sure if you're set up as a marshal, so let me check.
>> So we have designated marshals, and they are available if you need anything.
We have a police escort.  They shut down the streets for us, so it's pretty cool, not going to lie.  Well, I'm going to throw my e‑mail in the chat.  If you have any questions or comments feel free to reach out to me.  So I think we can wrap it up there.  Any final questions?  Okay, we will wrap it up there then.  Thank you so much for coming and I cannot wait to see you all at the conference.
