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2025 Annual Conference on Independent Living
LEVEL UP: Building Tomorrow Together

Presented by the National Council on Independent Living
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Everyone’s Welcome to 
the IL Party!

July 2025

The Empowerment IN Access Committee



>> SLIDE 3: Party Graphic



>> SLIDE 4: Instructions

Please write one part of your identity on 
each of your four sticky notes.

Examples, your disability, language, age, 
marital status, gender, or background



>> SLIDE 5: Reflection

Then respond to the prompt for each zone:
• Invite Zone: Have you ever felt left out of advocacy because 

of who you are?
• Venue Zone: What barriers do you face accessing spaces—

physical, digital, or social?
• Dance Floor Zone: What supports have enabled you to fully 

participate or lead?
• DJ Booth Zone: When have your preferences shaped how 

advocacy happened?



>> SLIDE 6: Reflection 

Now that we’ve placed our notes,
take a moment to reflect: 

•Where are the clusters? 

•Are there zones with few or no 
notes?



>> SLIDE 7: Breakout Questions by Zone

• Invite Zone: Who’s missing, and how do we reach them?

• Venue Zone: What blocks access, and how do we reduce or remove it?

• Dance Floor Zone: What helps people participate and lead fully?

• DJ Booth Zone: Who’s shaping decisions? Who else should?

Then we will come back together and share as a group



>> SLIDE 8: Pledge Card

Let’s share two standout ideas from each group: one quick, one big.
Now, fill out your pledge cards:
• Quick Step (within 1 month)

• Leadership Step (within 6 months)
These are about access, right-based participation, and giving 
everyone a voice.



>> SLIDE 9: Final Reflection 

Dancing Time: 

Find someone in the room you don’t know.
Introduce yourself.
Tell them what surprised or inspired you today?
What surprised or inspired them?
Was their experience different than yours?
How can you both make the conversation better next time?



>> SLIDE 10: Takeaways

Thank you for joining this community of peer-led, barrier-free, 
merit-based participation. That’s what independent living is all 
about.

If you haven’t done so already, please go to the website 
and fill out the demographic survey.

Reach out to us at Vicki@DisabilityPridePA.org


	>> SLIDE 1
	>> SLIDE 2
	>> SLIDE 3: Party Graphic��
	>> SLIDE 4: Instructions��
	>> SLIDE 5: Reflection
	>> SLIDE 6: Reflection  
	>> SLIDE 7: Breakout Questions by Zone��
	>> SLIDE 8: Pledge Card
	>> SLIDE 9: Final Reflection 
	>> SLIDE 10: Takeaways

