2026 Workshop Proposal Form

Complete this form online (https://bit.ly/4a56k3q) or email to: Angela@ncil.org and Jenny@ncil.org. 
Page 1: The Basics
NCIL is excited to announce our 2026 Annual Conference on Independent Living! The conference will take place July 20-23 at the Grand Hyatt Washington in Washington, DC. Please read the Call for Proposals and Important Information for Presenters before submitting your proposal.
Deadline: March 7, 2026 at 5:00 PM Eastern 
 Workshop Title: 
Please be sure that all presenters have agreed to present and to the conditions set forth in this document. 
Select both: 
[  ] I understand that the workshop organizer is the only individual to be contacted regarding the conference. The workshop organizer is responsible for notifying all presenters and co-presenters. 
[  ] I understand that all 2026 workshops will take place onsite in Washington, DC.
Workshop Organizer: 
Email address of Workshop Organizer: 
Please provide a brief description of your workshop. If accepted, this description will be printed in the Conference Program to advertise your workshop to our attendees - 500 characters or less (about 100 words): 
Presenters
Note: Up to 3 presenters can be included in the conference materials. If you have more than three presenters, include their names or a very brief description in your workshop description on the previous page.
If the workshop organizer is also a presenter, enter their information below along with any other presenters. 
PRESENTER 1 
Presenter 1 Name: 
Presenter 1 Email: 
Presenter 1 Bio: 750 characters maximum (about 150 words) 
PRESENTER 2 
Presenter 2 Name:
Presenter 2 Email:
Presenter 2 Bio: 750 characters maximum (about 150 words) 
PRESENTER 3 
Presenter 3 Name:
Presenter 3 Email:
Presenter 3 Bio: 750 characters maximum (about 150 words) 
Track, Audience, and Type of Presentation
Workshop Track 
Select one:
[  ] Building Resilient Organizations: This track focuses on strengthening the foundation of your organization for long-term success. It will help you ensure your CIL or SILC can adapt, withstand, and thrive in the face of challenges, uncertainty, and change.
[  ] Empowered to Lead: This track is dedicated to developing strong, inclusive leadership at every level. This track focuses on cultivating the next generation of leaders within your organization and community.
[  ] Advocacy in Action: The demand for disability advocacy has never been higher. Join our advocacy track workshops to grow your skills and work on the top advocacy issues facing Independent Living across the country.
[  ] Strengthening Connections – Community and Peer Networks: This track focuses on the power of relationships to drive change. It will give you tactics to help you improve partnerships, grow networks, and increase overall impact through community engagement.
[  ] None of the above
Target Audience 
Select one:
[  ] Front Line Staff and Consumers: Focus on building capacity among staff working with consumers or among consumers themselves.
[  ] Advocates and Project Directors: Address the needs of managers / supervisors or those who work on issues of systems change.
[  ] Executive Directors and Board Members: Meet the needs of those running a CIL or SILC, including development of board members.
[  ] Appropriate for all audiences
Knowledge Level 
Select one:
[  ] Newcomer: Someone who is new to the Independent Living or Disability Rights Movement, including: consumers, individual advocates, new CIL staff, etc.
[  ] Experienced: This person is someone who has worked in a Center or who has a disability and has been active in promoting disability rights.
[  ] Appropriate for all knowledge levels
Type of Presentation 
Select one:
[  ] Training: A learning opportunity with specific training objectives for workshop participants; focus on building new skills, changing attitudes, or increasing values.
[  ] Lecture: An educational talk about a specific subject.
[  ] Panel Discussion: A group of knowledgeable individuals (panelists) converse about a specific topic in front of an audience, guided by a moderator.
[  ] Working Space: Flexible workspace environments that foster collaboration, networking, learning, and community.
[  ] Film Screening: Documentaries and other films that address disability from the Independent Living perspective. Film must be captioned and voice described to be considered.
Other (please specify)
More Workshop Details
Use these answers to tell the workshop selection committee more about your workshop.
Learning Objectives - Please provide 3 or 4 bulleted statements of exactly what you expect your audience will learn or gain from participating in your event. 

Agenda & Content - Describe the purpose and nature of your proposed session. Please describe in detail the content you will cover and how you will lead the audience to the objectives you have outlined above. 

Why are you the best person to conduct this proposed session? Describe your history, involvement and / or experience in the Independent Living Movement and why you think you would be a good presenter or facilitator: 
Technology Support and Organizer Assurances
Audio Visual & Technology Support
NCIL will provide a screen and projector for your onsite workshop presentation. Please let us know if you would like to request any additional items or support to conduct your session. Note: NCIL may not be able to accommodate every technology request. 
Audio Visual & Technology Support 
Select one:
[  ] Standard AV & Technology Support (as described above)
[  ] Other (please specify)
Are there any specific accommodations your team will need to present? Any other information you'd like us to know? 
Other files 
Any other files you'd like the selection committee to consider: These can be emailed to angela@ncil.org.
I understand that:
· If we intend to provide physical handouts, those documents will be emailed to angela@ncil.org by JUNE 1, 2026.
· We MUST use the accessible slides template provided by NCIL if we choose to use a slideshow during their presentation.
· Documents provided to NCIL by JUNE 1 will be processed and posted to the NCIL website in accessible electronic format.
· Documents (including our slideshow) that are not provided to NCIL by JUNE 1 may NOT be distributed to attendees. Slideshow content MUST be read aloud during onsite presentation. 
I understand. We will provide any presentation slides and handout materials to NCIL by JUNE 1, 2026.
TYPE NAME: 
Your name above indicates your understanding of all that has been presented above and certifies that you are the workshop organizer (contact person) for the session title you have proposed. If you have any questions about this form or the work of the committee, please contact Angela at angela@ncil.org. 
